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drawing-room, and with that glimpse he takes in
everything, rememhers everything, and returning re-
ports what he has seen. There are other people, not
thieves, who develop the same faculty in observing
what is none of their business. They pry and peer
about here and there, and go home with what they
have got to gossip it This power of unusual quick-
ness of perception, seldom acquired by honourable
practices, is generally transmitted to children It
becomes hereditary, and may then be honourably
applied. I have had much experience of gypsies, and
have observed among them a great development of
this faculty. Those petty swindlers who go into
shops and practice what is called ringing the changes3
or cheating in making change, also develop remarkable
quickness of perception Italians are supposed to
acquire it by playing morra. Civilisation and ordinary
education rather repress this faculty than develop it.
IJ is to be regretted that an accomplishment which
is capable of contributing so much to our general in-
telligence, and to the exeicise of all our intellectual
faculties, should really be deliberately cultivated chiefly
by the vicious and the mean1

On the other hand, the detectives who hunt these
foxes are obliged to become almost as clever. Many
years ago Chief Marshal STEVENS, of ISTew York, told

1 There is a class of criminals in Germany called chcd/en, who steal
gold coins while pretending to purchase them They develop powers
of quick perception and of adroit rapid fingering which seem miiaculous
One will literally as quick as a wmk convey ten napoleons into the
palm of his hand by its fingers, almost under the eye of the shopman,
or during the second m which his glance is diverted The power
is acquired by practice from, childhood (Die Judischen Gauner in
Deutsckkind, jBerhn, 1848, von A F TMe)
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